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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 41-44, 46, 48, 50, 53-60, 68 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Janky et al. (herein, Janky), U. S. Patent No. 6549942. 

Regarding claims 41 and 68, Janky discloses an enhanced delivery of audio data for 
portable playback (figures 1-4). Janky's disclosure comprises an internetwork server (1 1) for 
providing digital audio data via a LAN to a PC(computer) or SPU, which reads on a media 
playback device, and a local area network, therein as claimed; wherein, the local area network 
port is inherently support by evident of the LAN network to a PC - col. 2, lines 1-32, col. 3, lines 
28-67; the coupling of the modem via the a buffer interface, and a microprocessor to other forms 
of memory (col. 5, lines 3-5, and 35-60, col. 6, lines 12-54), reads on a volatile memory buffer, 
and a microprocessor, and the use of particular types of software that may used by the PC to 
control the transfer of the digital media data, therein, (col. 2, lines 52-63, col. 5, lines 18-33, col. 
6, lines 29-41, col. 8, lines 27-35), which reads on firmware. 

Regarding claims 42 and 44, respectively, Janky discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 41). Janky further discloses via the use of the SPU (col. 6, lines 22-41) a 
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remote controller or portable electronic device to send instructions to cause the converter device, 
which may be constituted by the PC as well as the SPU) to stream the processed data to media 
playback device. 

Regarding claim 43, Janky discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 41). 
Janky further discloses the digital may be compressed or uncompressed digital signals, (col. 6, 
lines 22-24) and a D/A converter for converting the data to analog data/signals (col. 2, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 46, Janky discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 41). 
Janky further inherently discloses wireless transfer protocol transfer as evident of a wireless 
transfer for of the audio data, (col. 4, lines 48-63). 

Regarding claim 48, Janky discloses everything claimed as apphed above (see claim 41). 
Janky further discloses the SPU which reads on a portable electronic device, wherein the SPU is 
coupled with a wireless LAN modem which provides inherent support of LAN network adapter 
(col. 4, lines 48-63 and col. 2, lines 1-8). 

Regarding claims 50 and 54, Janky discloses an enhanced delivery of audio data for 
portable playback (figures 1-4). Janky's disclosure comprises an internetwork server (1 1) for 
providing digital audio data via a LAN to a PC (computer) or SPU, which reads on local area 
netw6rk, therein as claimed; wherein, the local area network port is inherently support by evident 
of the LAN network to a PC, and an user interface and display is provide to enable user 
interaction or interfacing - col. 2, lines 1-32, col. 3, lines 28-67, col. 6, lines 37-41; and the use 
of particular types of software that may used by the PC to control the transfer of the digital media 
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data, therein, (col. 2, lines 52-63, col. 5, lines 18-33, col. 6, lines 29-41, col. 8, lines 27-35), 
which one or more non-volatile flash memories to store convert control on firmware. 

Regarding claims 53 and 55, respectively, Janky discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 50, and 54). Janky further discloses the computer or SPU to indicate the 
converter device, thus with the coupling of the modem via the a buffer interface, and a 
microprocessor to other forms of memory (col. 5, lines 3-5, and 35-60, col. 6, lines 12-54), reads 
on a buffer memory. 

Regarding claims 56 and 57, respectively, Janky discloses everything claimed as apphed 
above (see claim 50 and 54). Janky further discloses the digita audio data is converted to an 
audio playback format, which reads on a media playback format. 

Regarding claim 58, Janky discloses an enhanced delivery of audio data for portable 
playback (figures land 2). Janky 's disclosure comprises an internetwork server (1 1) for 
providing digital audio data via a LAN to a PC (computer) or SPU, which reads computer to 
convert digital media stream to a playback format and 1^^ and 2^^ port, therein, as claimed; 
wherein, the ports are inherently support by evident of the LAN network to a PC or SPU - col. 2, 
lines 1-32, col. 3, lines 28-67, and col. 5, lines 18-33. 

Regarding claim 59, Janky discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 58). 
Janky further discloses that playback audio as analog signals (col. 2, lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 60, Janky discloses everything claimed as apphed above (see claim 58). 
Janky further discloses the digital may be compressed or uncompressed digital signals, (col. 6, 
lines 22-24). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 37, 45 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Janky in view of Adair et al. (herein, Adair), U. S. Patent No. 6424369. 

Regarding claims 37, 45 and 49, respectively, Janky discloses everything claimed as 
applied above (see claim 41 and 48, and 70). Janky fails to disclose the portable electronic 
device as a portable digital assistant (PDA). 

Regarding the PDA, Adair discloses hand-held computers which comprises the use of 
PDA for receiving transmitted or transferred audio data/signal from a PC (computer), figures 4 
and 5, and col. 6, lines 38-42 and col. 19, lines 10-12. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the invention of Janky by providing a PDA, a small portable electronic 
device for receiving or downloading audio. 

5. Claim 47 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Janky. 
Regarding claim 47, Janky discloses everything claimed as apphed above (see claim 46). 

Janky discloses the use of various wireless transfer protocol. However, Janky fails to disclose 
IEEE 802.1 lb. The examiner takes official notices that IEEE 802.1 lb transmission protocol is a 
well known standard. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to modify the invention of Janky by providing the IEEE 
802.1 lb protocol for the purpose of providing quality audio data transmission. 

Regarding claim 51, Janky discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 50). 
Janky discloses a user inteface (95), however, Janky fails to disclose a button integral to a 
housing of the converter device or a button attached hereto. It would have been obvious to one of 
the ordinary skill in the art at the time invention was made to modify the invention of Janky by 
provide a button for the purpose of activating the data commands. 

Regarding claim 70, Janky discloses everything claimed as apphed above (see claim 50). 
Janky fails to disclose the user interface allow a user to navigate through a hierarchical 
presentation of the data associated with the digital media file. Hierachical manipulation of data is 
common practice. Thus it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the 
time invention was made to modify the invention of Janky by provide hierachical navigation of 
the audio for the purpose of manipulating the data on a priority basis. 

Regarding claim 34 and 36, respectively, Janky discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 70). Janky discloses a user interface and display is provide to enable user 
interaction or interfacing - col. 6, lines 37-41. 

Regarding claim 38, Janky discloses everything claimed as apphed above (see claim 70). 
Janky discloses a display - col. 6, lines 37-41. 

Regarding claim 40, Janky discloses everything claimed as applied above (see claim 70). 
Janky further discloses the SPU which reads on a portable electronic device, wherein the SPU is 
coupled with a wireless LAN modem which provides inherent support of LAN network adapter 
(col. 4, lines 48-63 and col. 2, lines 1-8). 
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6. Claims 61-67, 2, 4-6, and 11-14 are allowed. 

7. Claims 39, 52 and 69 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims2, 4-6, 11-14, 34, 36-70 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The applicant basically provides argument that prior art reference, Janky, fails to disclose 
converting the digital file, and receiving the subsequent portion of the digital file simultaneously. 
An art rejection has not been provided for theses claims. However, in regards to the applicant's 
argument Janky indicating that the audio of the SPU is played as at some time later, this true as 
taught by Janky. However, Janky also indicates that the downloaded or transferred audio data 
may be played back at the present time or at a later time. Therefore, Janky still teaches the 
limitations of independent claims 4 1 , 54, and 68. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura A Grier whose telephone number is (703) 306-4819. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Forester W. Isen can be reached on (703) 305-4386. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 




^aura A. Grier 
September 7, 2004 



